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AN 
lmpartial State 
| | OF THE 


Latte DIFFERENCE 
Amongſt the 


Proteſtant Diſſenting 
MINISTERS, &@&c. 


| 

| . F Contention ſhall pro- 

8 ceed amongſt Diſſenting 

| Miniſters and People, : 


will it not be Bitterneſs 
Sar in the latter End 2 Where 
Animodtics about Religious Matters are 
kept up, Religion itſelf is in Danger to 
4 lan- 


(4) 

languiſh, if it be not loſt. And a divi- 
ded Intereſt muſt be weakned, and is in 
the Way to be ruined. If Oil be flowing 
in from every Quarter, does it not re- 
quire all Hands, that can do any thing, 
to ſuppreſs and quench the growing 
Flame ? 


No Conciliatory Meaſures ſeem ſo likely 
to take, as that of Sczpio, which pa- 
cifyd the Roman Army. He gave to 
each Side a Mural Crown, when both 
appeared to have ſuch Pretenſions to it 
as were dangerous, and hard to be de- 
cided. — Both Sides in the preſent 
Diſlerence may have what they claim, 
not only without Damage, but with 
great Advantage to the whole Diſſenting 


Intereſt ; and neither can fairly be de- 


ny'd it, while the Caſe ſtands thus; 


The Miniſters on the one Side dreaded 


the Growth of Arlaniſm, and other per- 


nicious Errors relating to the Trinity 
and Deiry of our Saviour, and were for 
doing 
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doing every thing to prevent it, Which 
they thought juſtifiable. The other Mi- 
niſters had a Dread, left any Breach 
thould be made on Juſtice, Charity, or 
Chriſtian Liberty, in oppoſing Arian, or 
other Errors, which utually gives Advan- 
tage to the Erroncous, and is a Scandal 
and Damage to Chrillianity. 


The Miniſters on one hand apprehend- 
ed a Subſcription of ſuch Humane Words 
as might moſt directly meet with and 
convict the Erroncous was, in the pre- 
ſenr State of Things, a neceſſary Me- 
rhod to obviate the Danger : The other 
Miniſters thought a Declaration in the 
ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Words of Scripture, 
would be ar once more ſafe, and more 
effectual for that Purpoſe. 


The Miniſters on the one Part with— 
drew, and ſubſcribd the Articles and 
Anſwers they had pitchd upon, as what 
they belicy'd all or the Generality would 


come into: The Miniſters on the other 


Parr 


(6) 

Part firſt went thro' with the Advices, 
and ſubſcrib'd 'em, taking 'em to be ſuch 
as all might fall in with ; —— and after 
made a Declaration againſt Arianiſm, and 
for the 7rinity, and proper Divinity of 
our Saviour, referring to the Scripture- Ac- 
count of both, which 'tis like they'll give 
more particularly in due Seaſon ; 
They alſo added, that they were far from 
condemning any, who ſhould appear to 
be with them in the main, though they 
ſhould chooſe to declare only in Scrip- 
ture- Words, or not in theirs. 


Laſtly, The Miniſters on both ſides 
choſe Managers, in order to reſtore a 
good Underſtanding ; ———They met 
ſeveral Times, but were not ſo happy as 
to accompliſh the defired Peace — This 
is the Caſe, as Juſtice and Charity ob- 
lige us to believe — _ 


Now, there are ſeveral Obſervations 
juſtly to be made, which may calm and 
con- 


1 


| } 
conciliare the Minds of all on this Oc- 
caſion. 


Every ſenſible and confiderate Man 
may ſee that the Principles, on which 
both Sides acted, were unqueſtionably 
good: So far therefore the Contention 


muſt be look d upon as no worſe than 


that which happen d between Paul and 
Barnabas, Als xv. 36, Ge. 


Again, there are few who know well 
what belongs to Thinking, but will al- 
low, that each Side might have, and may 
continue to have, their Minds ſo filled 
with the Neceſſity and Importance of 
their own Principles, that they have not 
yet Room or Liberty to advert to the 
Neceſſity and Importance of theirs on 
the other ſide; ſo that hitherto the Dif- 
fexence is but as that which happen d 
betwixt Fob and his three Friends, 
Where their Minds on both Hands were 
fil'd with good Principles and Appre- 

hen 


68 
henſions, but they could not agree in 


applying them, *till God humbled them 
all; and ſo brought the Difference to an 


happy Iſſue. 


Farther yet, Matters of Expediency in 
Conduct are of ſuch a Nature, that 
Men of equal Capacity and Integrity 
may be derermin'd this Way or that, by 
Reaſons on either fide, whilſt they have 
em not all at once before them to be 
weigh d one againſt another, and are not 
in a convenient Scituation of Leiſure, 

5 and Sedateneſs, to weigh 'em 
with Exactneſs: And being once en- 
gag 4 on either ſide, cannot do it caſily, 
or ſpeedily, if ever. Peter and Paul dif- 
fer d about the Ex pediency of converſing 
freely with the Gentile-Chriſtians, as well 
as with the Jewiſh, in a particular Jun- 
cture, inſomuch that Paul withſtood Pe- 
ter to the Face, Cal. ii. 11, &c. who yet 
we find ſheaks of him, as a beloved Bro- 
ther, chat had peculiar Wiſdom given ta 
him, 2 Pet. iii. 15. 


As 


F'97 


As an humbling Inſtance of humanc 
Imperfection in our prefent State, God 
ſometimes permits good Men ſhould fall 
ſhort in their Regards to one good thing, 
whilſt they ſomewhat exceed in their 
Concern for another : And ſometimes 
again by Miſtake, ſo ro think of others, 
or to be thought of fo themſelves : Tho 
they do not by Principle allow them- 
ſelves in any Error or Extream. 


They are therefore to be the eafier 


born with on all Hands: Efpecially ſince 


God may ſee it needful there ſhould be 


ſuch Occaſions for the Exerciſe and Im- 


provement of Chriſtian Forbearance; a 


Virtue ſo beneficial ro the Church and to 


the World: and that He uſes Men ſo 


differing to be a Guard and Check upon 
each other, as in the preſent Cafe, that 
neither Truth on one Hand, nor Charity 


on the other, may be loſt or ſuffer. 


B Some- 


(10) 


Somewhat that may help to clear up 
this Matter, may be ſeen in the Diffe- 


rence that fell out betwixt IJrael and 
Judah. 


Judah had ſuch a Sort of Regard for 
the Houſe of David, as appears to have 
made 'em too little concern'd for the Li- 


berties of the People: And [ſrael, on the 


other Hand, had ſuch a kind of Concern 
for the Liberties of the People, as appears 
to have made them ſomewhat want- 
ing in their Regards to the Houſe of Da- 
vid. — Now, had Judah ſaid, We are for 
the Liberties of the People as well as you, 
tho not in ſuch a Manner; and Hfrael 
ſaid, We are for the Royalty of the 
Houſe of David as well as you, tho' not 
altogether in your Way.— And both ſaid, 
Let us then uſe ſuch Endeavours, as each 
can be ſatisfy'd in, to ſecure the one and the 


other, and had gone and done according- 


ly, the Throne of David, and the Liber - 
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ties of the People, yea and Religion roo 
had ſtood rogether ; and only evil and 
dividing Counſellors had been deſerted. 


The Proſecution of differing Meaſures 
by the. Miniſters ſuppoſing, as Charity 
obliges, each thought their Method to be 
right, was ſo far commendable, that it was 
perform'd with Reſolution, and maintain'd 
with Steadineſs. Each Side eaſily ſaw they 
ſhould meer with Reflections and Trou- 
ble not inconſiderable, from thoſe who 
did, or would eſpouſe the other. And 


yet both were for hazarding ſuch Conſe- 


quences, rather than make Shipwreck of 
a good Conſcience, or do what they 


could not be fſatisfy'd in. Men of truly 


great Minds will embrace each other, 
tho' differing in ſome of their Appre- 
henſions. And ſhould not Proteſtant 
Diſſenting Miniſters, with their Ad- 
herents, aſpire to a Temper and Beha- 
viour ſo divine? 


B 2 Laſtly, 


(12) 


Laſtly, The Perſons in this State of the 
Caſe are of ſuch Characters and Princi- 
plies, that it would be ſtrangely unac- 
countable for the Diſſenters, as their 
Numbers and Circumſtances are, to re- 
je, diſcourage, or diſcountenance any 
of them. 


When ſuch important Doctrines as the 
Divinity of our Saviour and the Holy Spi- 


rit are {truck at, or undermin'd, ſhould 


they not retain and encourage all who 


give ſubſtanrial Evidence, tho' not juſt in 


the ſame Way, that they are heartily for 
maintaining and promoting them: | 


When the Scriptures are rejected by 


ſome, dif-eſteemed and neglected by 
many, and too little regarded or depended 


on by more; Shall the Diſſenters, who 
profeſs the higheſt Veneration for em, 


admir an Averſion or Coldneſs towards 
any amongſt themſelves that are for their 
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(12) 
Sufficiency, their Authority, their en- 
lightning and converting Efficacy, and 
have ſhew'd themſelves ready to ſuffer, 
as well as plead for them? 


When there is ſuch a Spirit of Oppoſtrion 
to that Chriſtian Liberty, which the Dif. 
ſenters have been taught to value by the 
Want of it ; and whilſt ſome are watching 
to wreſt from them, or ſtraiten what they 
enjoy of it at preſent, ſhall they any 
way leſſen the Number, or weaken the 
Hands of thoſe who appear for its De- 
fence in any fit Way, whether it be more 
or loſs qbſeryable? _ 


When Charity is at ſo low an Ebb, 
even amongſt thoſe, who have been Bre- 
thren in Affliction, and have ſufferd ſo 
much in common by uncharitable Cen- 
ſures, and other ill Treatment; can they 
fpare, or ſhall they diſcountenance any 


who ſtudiouſly maintain, and ſeriouſly 


| Should not their Light ſo ſhine in this 


profeſs, and endeavour to promote it ? 


hea- 
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(14) 
heavenly Virtue, that all may be drawn 
to admire and follow it ? 


And what if the Diſſenting Miniſters 
are divided? Surely their Wound is not 
incurable. May it not with good Hope, 
as well as Reaſon, be propos d, that 
ſome amongſt them on each Side be fo 
kind to themſelves, their Brethren, and 
the People, as to give it in a Line or rwo |» 
under their Hands, 


” 


r 
I. That the State of the Difference con- v 
tained in this Paper is, at leaſt in the ö a 
Main, impartial, juſt and charitable, in ſ- 
their Apprehenſion. | is 
(9: g¹ 

II. That ſome Things are herein of- | ſt; 


fered, which they earneſtly deſire, and 
hope may, by the Bleſſing of God, re- | 
vive, and confirm brotherly Love and good th 
Correſpondence amongſt all the Miniſters | 

and People, and prevail with them to 

admit, that thoſe of each Side may, wa 
with- 7 


(15) | 


without Cenſure or Reflection from the 
other, purſue ſuch lawful Methods of 
maintaining Truth and Peace, wherein 
they can be ſatisfy d. 


III. That they themſelves will, by 
Divine Aſſiſtance, uſe their beſt Endca- 


ö 

8 

vours to promote ſuch a Coalition, as is 
1bere propos'd. 
1 


May God the Father, Son and Spirit, 

the God of Order, Peace, and Love, 

1- | who has all Hearts in his Hand, incline 
all unfeignedly to come into theſe or 
ſome like Meaſures, without which there 
is little or no Proſpect of an happy A- 


greement, amongſt Diſſenting Prote- 
of- ſtants 


et DN — EL CREE” RD ora 
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It is alſo much to be defird, and 
therefore earneſtly recommended, 


That the Miniſters would all carefully 
watch againſt any Thing reflecting on 
their 
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(16 ) 
their Brethren or their Conduct in this 


Affair, both in their publick Miniſtra- 
tions, and private Converſe. 


That they wo'd rake all proper Oc- 
caſions to ſignify to the People, that 
there was nothing done amongſt the Mi- 
niſters, for which they may be juſtly 
charg'd, cither as being unſound in the 
Faith, or of an impoſing and perſecuting 
Spirit. 


That they uſe their Intereſt and In- 
fluence with the People, that they would 
abſtain from Reflections and Suſpicions, 
on Account of the late Difference amongſt 


the Miniſters; that notwithſtanding tis, 1 
they would eftcem and encourage their 
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Miniſtry; ; and alſo, that without their | 
Cenſure or Reflection, they would allow [ 
all ro purſue the lawful Methods of 


maintaining Truth and Peace, in which 


they can be ſatisfy d. 


Laſtly, 
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7 
Laſtly, That the Converſe and Beha- 
viour both of Miniſters and People on 
each Side may be with the uſual Marks 
of Reſpect and Friendſhip, and a Readi- 
neſs to ſerve each other in Love. 


Now according to the State before given, 
the late Difference among the Miniſters at 
Salter s- Hall, is no juſt Bar to their Claim 
of being accounted ſound in the Faith, 
ſincere in their Charity, and real Friends 
to Chriſtian Liberty. And according to 
the Propoſals here, this Claim is granted 
by every One who confents to them; and 
makes it appear that he really does ſo. 
Who ſees not that ſuch: a fignal Inſtance 
of Moderation and Charity, muſt greatly 
tend to the Honour and Security of the 
whole Diſſenting Intereſt? _ 


> To cloſe the whole. What ſhall be far- 
ther ſaid to perſuade and prevail with the 
Miniſters to come into ſuch Meaſures 2 
Don't they know, that 'a KM. ingdom, City, 


' 


or — divided againſt it ſelf, cannot 


C ſtand, 


(18 ) 


ſtand, but is brought to Deſolation > (Mat. 
xii. 25.) That when the Fews, in the Time 
of Veſpaſian, fell into Sets and Parties, 
the Romans came and took away both their 
Place and Nation. That in an Army of 
wiſe and faithful Soldiers, when engaged 
againſt a Common Enemy, one Part will 
not fall upon the other, or deſert them, 
merely becauſe they are for Differing 


Ways in making their Attacks? When 


the Veſſel has fprung a dangerous Leak, 
ſhall not all be incouraged to do their 
beſt, tho' in differing Methods, to pre- 
vent the Sea's coming in upon and fink- 
ing them: If ſome of thoſe be more ef- 
fectual, may not all be ſerviceable in one 
Degree or other? Engines and Buckets 
of differing Make and Sizes, will be 
readily admitted and * to quench 
2 Fire. 


Shall one Member of our Saviour's Bo- N 
dy ſay to another, / have no need of | 


thee, 1 Cor. xii. 21. yea tho it were the 


Right Hand to the Left 2 Are nor n to 
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(19) 
be imploy'd to fence and guard againſt a 
Stroke, that's levelld at the Head, and to 


bind up the Wounds which threaten a 
Diſſolution or grievous age to the 


Body? 


Is not all help needful for the impor- 


tant Service which Miniſters are ingaged 


in, not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, and 
the cunning Craftineſs of Men, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive ; but againſt Princi- 
palities and Powers, and the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, who are not di- 
vided one Part againſt another; and ſhall 
Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace contenr 
themſelves to be and to continue fo ; 
when the whole Force, which every Joint 
however cloſely compacted can ſupply, is 
evidently all too little by it ſelf > Nor is 
the God of Peace and Love ſo likely to 
be wich them in their divided Stare : How 
then ſhall they, and the Weapons of their 
Warfare, be mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of ſtrong-holds : Caſting down 
Imaginations, and every high Thing that 

C 2 exalt- 


620) 


exalteth it ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, 
and bringing into Captivity every Thought 
to the Obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 4, F. 
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Does it not highly concern both 
Sides to come into ſome ſuch Agree- 
ment as may take off the Reproach'of p 
ſuch a Difference? And it ſeems now in f 
a manner neceſſary to make out and con- g£ 
firm their Claim to the Character before, un 
which is of ſuch Importance to the Ho- | DE 
nour, and Succeſs of their Miniſtry. O 

C 


Both Sides aver they are Sound in the tl 
Faith; but without an Agreement; will! 
there not be too much Colour given to fr 
the World to ſay, are either of them ſo, at 
if they are to be known by their Fruits, ot 
Mat. vii. 16, &c2 They are ſaying, tis 
true, Lord, Lord, but do not the Things Si 
he ſo much inſiſts upon. Where are thoſe rh 
Fruits of the Spirit, Love Peace, Long- ne 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, and Et 
Mee tueſs; againſt which therg is uo Law, 7 
(Gal. v. 22, 23, 24-) nor can it be well 
zmagin'd, there ſhould be any, in a Caſe 
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6 
of this Nature. Such Fruits as theſe 


would reconcile em, and ſhew them 
plainly to be Chriſt 8 3 John xiij. 


34 35. 


Both Sides affirm, they are againſt Im- 
poſition and Perſecution: But if the Dif- 
ference ſhall not be made up, it's 
greatly to be fear d too many will ſay, 
muſt WE believe their Words againſt their 


Deeds, when they draw and continue 


one upon another undeſery'd Suſpicion, 
Cenſure, Contempt, and other Hardſhips 
that attend upon ſuch kind of Diviſions ; 
when they might deliver one another 
from them, by what is ſo eaſy to be done, 

and ſo plainly due from each to che 
other, to the Churches of Chriſt, and to 
the World about them? — If cither 
Side ſhould reject ſuch like Methods, for 
rhe clearing of their Brethren, will they 
not in a while be taken to accuſe em? 
Eſpecially where things have been done 
on borh Hands, which infrnuate a Charge. 


Bur 


(22) 


But ſhall any be juſtify'd and confirm d 
in ſaying, the Diſſenters will not bear ev'n 
with one another, in taking the lawful 
differing Ways for maintaining Truth and 
Peace, wherein they can be fatisfy'd ? 
And this by their not agreeing with a 
Propoſal, wherein ſuch a thing as this is 
mov d, to ſave the whole from the Op- 
preſſion that ſooner or later will in all 
Probability come upon em from ſuch an 
Apprehenſion of em, if it ſhall once 
be taken for a certain Truth. — Every 
one will cry, we muſt take Care of theſe 
People to keep them under, for what 
Work will they make with thoſe that are 
not of them, who are ſo ſevere upon one 
another? 


It would be ſtrange, if Miniſters ſhould 
not be aware, that fince Diviſion does in 
all Mens Opinion manifeſtly tend towards 
Diſſolution, it muſt naturally diſpoſe Per- 
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ſons of greater Caution, or more Emi- | 
nence, to withdraw from Diſſenters, as 
15 Men 
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(23) 
Men are wont to do from an Houſe, 


whoſe Breaches or Clefts give an Appre 
henſion of its being like to fall. 


And it would be ſtranger ftill, if the 
ſame Miniſters ſhould not, from ſuch a 
Conſideration, haſten to repair the 


Breaches, which ar preſent appear to all 


obſerving Eyes in the Diſſenting Intereſt, 


by ſome ſuch Agreement as is here pro- 


pos d. 


If Congregations ſhould be reduc'd, by 
the Deſertion of ſome of their principal 
Members or Hearers, thoſe who remain 
wou'd find it more difficult to maintain 
their Standing; and when they ſhould 
feel themſelves preſs d, might be apt to 
fly from what they could not eaſily bear; 
and others would be probably kept back 
from coming, or fixing among thoſe, 
whom they would obſerve to be viſibly 
declining, and this by Occaſion of a 


faulty and ſcandalous Deficiency in Chri- 


ſtian 


(24) 
ſtian Prudence or good Temper, or of 
both together. 


Will it not alſo be conſider'd, that the 
Legiſlature at preſent look upon the Diſ- 
ſenters, as agreed in an hcarty Concern 
for Civil Rights, as well as for Religious 
Liberties : But if they ſhould continue 
to be divided about theſe, and grow into 
a ſettled Eſtrangement one from another; 
any one may ſee that as it will change 
their Thoughts of em; ſo it mult in all 
Probability alter their Regards to em; 
how much for the better may be left to 
any Man to gueſs 


The Miniſters of the ſeveral! Denomina- 
tions have cultivated a mutual Friendſhip 
and good Correſpondence, under the dif- 
tering Sentiments which they are known 
to maintain; this, their Obſervation and 
Experience tell them, has been to the 
Honour of Religion, to their mutual 
Comfort and Advantage, and in ſome 
Meaſure alſo to the publick Good : Shall 
a Difference about Expediency hold them 
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Hearts, and the Ae in this Way con- 
vert Souls? What ſhall keep the Mini- 
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divided, whom Differences of an higher 


Nature could not hinder from uniting 
as to Things that concern 'em in com- 


mon, nor for ſo long interrupt 'em in 


that Union ? Shall they not, by the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, eaſily ſurmount the leſ- 


ſer Difficulty, who have ſo far overcome 


the greater ? 


Miniſters well know, that the Romans 
won Hearts, as well as Countries, by 
their Tender Regard, and liberal Indul- 
gence to the Civil and Religious Liber- 
ties of Nations. They are fully appriz'd, 


That the Apoſtles of our Lord were in- 
| ſpir'd, and conducted to give Judgment 
for Liberty, as to all Things about Reli- 
gion, but ſuch as the Ho) Ghoſt declar'd 
to be Neceſſary; and to command all 
- Chriſtians ro ſtand faſt in that Liberty, 


ſince Chri/# hath ſo far made em fres. 


Did the Romans in this Way win 


E ers then from falling in with and pro- 
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mating that Part of the Propoſal to the 
beſt of their Power, That they will, 
without their Cenſure and Reflection, 
allow Men to take thoſe lawful Methods 
tor maintaining "Truth and Peace which 
they can be ſatisfy'd in? 


The Miniſters have inſtructed us, That 
the Body of Chri/?, of which they are Mem- 
bers, as well as Keepers, muſt be fil) 
joyned and compacled in order to its 1#- 
creaſe, and the Edihhing itſelf in Love; ſure 
then, They can never content themſelves 
to let it lie divided thro? a Neglect to al- 
low, what the Scriptures require? for 
every Man — 1. e. the Liberty menti- 
on'd before. 


Miniſters are charg'd to be Examples 
to the Believers is Charity and Spirit, and 
alſo i Faith and Parity: When they ares 

endeavouring to be Examples in theſe 
latter, will they not ſhew themſelves - ; 


ſuch alſo in the former? Eſpecially when 3 


there is ſo preſſing an Occaſion for it? 


Some 


Some Miniſters have told their Hear- 
ers of Two excellent Commanders, who 
fell at Variance; but being order'd to 
go upon an Expedition againſt the Com- 
mon Enemy, they agreed to lay aſide 
their Differences, till the War ſhould be 
over. And will not they themſelves lay 
by their Differences about Expediency, who 
have a War upon their Hands agaijn{t 
the fallen Angels and their Party, and 
know there's a great deal depends upon 
their managing it well? They know 
while they are contending about the 
beſt Way of Acting againſt thoſe Ene- 
mies, Theſe are with all Application act— 
ing againſt them: While they are dif- 
puring, the ravenous Lion is deſtroy ing. 
They certainly will refolve to let Parties 
rather go out in any likely Way againſt 
the Enemy, Then let 'em engage one 
againſt another about the Methods 
wherein they ſhall attack him, and ſo 
make way for his coming in amongſt 
'em, and gaining great Advantage over 
them. Satan can ſtir up Miniſters, as once 
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he did by David, even Miniſters of Chriſt, 
to cry this, or that is not to be born, ſhñall 
never be ſo— What! the Deity of our 
Saviour not aſſerted? What! the Scrip- 
ture under valu'd? Come muſter up your 
Forces on each Side; and ſtand it out 
with Reſolution, againſt thoſe who ei- 
ther ſlight or betray their Saviour, ſays 
one Side: Thezy Bible, ſays the other. 


Ay, but Miniſters know, that rhe 
Wrath of Man, worketh not the Righteouſ- 
zeſs of God, Can they be ſuppos'd ig- 
norant of the Wicked One's Devices? Will 
not they, after the Example of their 
Lord, ſay, Get thee behind us Satan; thou 
 wouldſt have us exalt Chriſt and his 
Word in ſuch a Way as will really prove 
to the Diſhonour and Detriment of both. 
We are obligd to ſtand by both z. e. for 
che Deity of our Saviour, and the Perfe- 
ion of our Bibles : But we are to learn, 
how ro ſtand by 'em, from 'em both. 
Let us obey; that's of more Importance 
than Sacrifice: Let us hearken; that is 
preferable to the Fat of Rams: Let us 
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hear Jesus, the Wonderful Counſellour, 
the Mighty God, on this Occaſion. He 
ſtille the Bluſtring of the Winds, and 
Raging of the Seas. And thus they'll 
find themſelves diſpos'd to imbrace the 
offer'd Mediation. For, 


Theſe Divines who are mighty in the 
Scriptures will hear their beloved Lord 
ſay ing, Come, paſs not raſh Judgment on 
ther Hand, If you do I and my 
Words condemn you both. What 
Ground have you on either Hand for 
any black Imputations? My Order is, 
Above all Things have fervent Charity a- 
mong ſt yourſelves, 1 Pet. iv. 8. This is a 
Matter of the higheſt Importance, clcar 
one another of wicked Slanders, who 
are all of you ready to clear yourſelves 


as far, and as faſt as ever you can: 


my Order is, Love Jour Neighbour as your- 


{elves, Mark xi. 31. much more your 
Brethren and Companions im my Ring dom 
and Patience, You, my Ambaſſadours, 


cannot have all Men know ye are, ſo much 
as my Diſciples, if you don't ſhow it by 
| 2 | | 


loving 


(39 ) 

loving one another, John xiii. 35. And 
where's your Proof of this Love, if you 
wont come into reaſonable Methods of 
Accommodation ? Come, you have My 
Supper, the Holy Sacrament drawing 
nigh, will you not take Care to be recon- 
ciled one to another before you bring 
your Gift to the Altar, or offer it there? 
Matth. v. 23, 24. 


The Miniſters on the one Hand will 
remember how they have taken up with 
Scripture-Declarations themſelves once and 
again at Ordigations. And how in the 
Counties of Weſt »:rland and Worceſter- 
{hire together wich thoſe adjoining, their 
worthy Anceſtors contented themſelves 
with a Declaration of Faith drawn up in 
Scripture Words; The Miniſters on the 
other ſide will remember many Churches 
of Chriſt have made Confeſſions of Faith 


in human Words, and that they themſelves 


have ſigned one, tho' they would not 
ha ve choſen ſome Expreſſions in it: And 
thus both Sides ill more eaſily come to- 
gether in Peace and Love again. 
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Miniſters will pray for the Peace of 
Jeruſalem, and to be ſure then they'll 
watch and labour for it to their Power. 
They believe thoſe ſhall Proſper that 
love Her; what can they think will be- 
come of thoſe that hate Her; That hate 
her ſo far as to neglect doing what they 
might to have Peace within her Walls, 
and Proſperity within her Palaces. This 
Perſuaſion alſo will quicken em to come 
into peaceſul Meaſures in ſpight of all 
Pretences, Excuſes, and Reaſonings to 
delay or to neglect it. 


But if all this ſhould prove a Dream, 
and Miniſters prove indolent, and Peo- 
ple negligent to ſtir *em up; if they 
ſhall raiſe Difficulties inſtead of paſſing 
by or breaking thro' 'em and ſo Peace 
{hall fail to be re-eſtabliſhed, 


It will be ſaid, They only, or how 
ever plainly ſhew t hemſelves to be true 
and genuine Fathers in the Church, who 
to preſerve it from being divided and 

deſtroy'd 


(32 } 


deſtroy'd are ready to deny them- 
ſelves, in ſomewhat which they greatly 
defire ; and to fall in with ſomething 
which they could not otherwiſe bear. 
By fuch Marks as theſe King Solomon 
diſcern'd betwixt the pretended Mother 
of the Child, and real one, 1 Kings ili. 
I6, OO 


It is dreadful to think how many may 
be in Danger to ſtumble and fall into 
Perdition, ſhould they ſee that the Mini- 
ſters refuſe or negle& to come to a 
Reconciliation. Many will be led to 
think that neither the one fide heartily 
believe the Divinity of their Saviour nor 


the other the Authority of the Scriptures ; 


tho? all of 'em lay ſo ſtrong a Claim to 


the Belief of both. For if they did, they 


wou'd certainly more regard Him in 


what he there declares, and injoins with 
Relation to ſuch Matters. But better 


Things, are hop'd, and believed of thoſe 
who bear ſuch Characters. 
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